Retro cowboys swing g

with a Pacific
Northwest flare

The Oregon Valley Boys will be playing multiple shows in

the near future by Michelle Andujar

The populsr culture of the Willimette
Valley is being recorded by one Salem band
magn'ﬂrra]jﬂkﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ]ﬁh’ﬂﬂlm-

The Cregon Valley Bovs, who featire
Western swing, hanee boen losting dance
pamtees to therr Southwest-style mane for a
Btle over two years.

.ﬂh‘igfnh iy 3 mall pl.'md..Tn:u:.n ]:l..l:l'l-l.'l':r
Hill is 3 longteme i, He toured
Europe in the 1970k and resded in Awstin
krsorom s the live masic capatal of the
world until finally seething m Salem.

“Autin is 50 saturated nusically, Then:
are tons of clubs to pley at but you're really
making linle money or paying to play at
the clibs” said Hill "Bt ie's harder o get o
bamd started here. There are very fow mmisic
pubbcations.”

Hill has background mm bles and country, bt he

Upcoming Shows:
September
25 - Salemn Saturday Marked,
10am. -2 pm.
29 - Eaghes Hall, B - 11 purn,
October
2 - Eogles Hal, 8 pm. - 12 p.m., Sclemn
7 - Dide Creak Sakoon,
7 porn. = ¥ pun,, TonmQent
16 - Eoghes Hall,
&pam. - 12 pm,. Salem

For booking and to contact the Onagon
Valley Boys, contoct Rondy Hill 503.507. 1228
of e-miall cregonvalisyboyelgmall COm.
Ther webste & oregonvaleyboys.com.

chie 1o seary 3 Weestern swing band,

"It wear a emaller miche. Thepe were no Western
swingg banids up leere ak the ame and 1 bove Westarn
s, said Hill, who began by placing an xd on
Craiglig.

] fouard grwod tmsaczans in the Salam area, bt a lot
|.‘IE'|]1¢'5I.I’!|'I chdn’t kmorw w:h.:.l!“-bt:nu‘w‘n'l.g Was,
“;pmxﬂuﬁrstjﬂrhnmﬁﬂmutwﬂrmmﬁ.g.in
history and how o play it™

Singing the band’s three-part harmondes are
bandleader Hill, wh is also the drnommer; Loren “ The
Man of Steed” Depping, in charge of the sted putars,
and Vicky Balcenoff, o pustar ployer.

They're joined by Chusck “Doc Z°° Zendner on bass
and gaitar phrvers Pax Foeingans, Panl “Hank™ Saunden
aml Orcar Chfjana, sometins adding 3 saxophons or a
fauddle player.

They named the band The Oiregon Villey Boys 1o
hanve 3 statewide appeal Thelr muse feanines public
domain somgs Fom the 19206, 1930k and 19408 (Patsy
Chne, Lefty Frizeell), 2 well a3 orsginals, mosthy absout
the Willumette Valley.

Their first CO, redeased at the end of July, s ded
“All Roads Lead 1o Howell Pragroe,” a street where Hill
ot boat upon fare moving o Sabem,

They alio have a song tided “Mokill Waks.” shout
called “Willamsette, dammit,” emphasring the nght
promunciation of the word, and one sbout watching the
m“ﬂwknu]mk lt'llht“.lﬂql!

“I wamted to tramkite some of that hxsorg There e
nat a lot of songs about Oregon,” sad Hill.

Bob Wills {of The Texas Playboys) is considered the
father of Western swing, which has country, jae, blues,
Tmm'i,ngu‘pd bigh:.rﬂ'i.rﬂms.

“Its different, It has a retoo feel to 0t saad Hill "You
oould compare us a bot to “Asleep at the Wheel " That
1570k Wiesmern Swing, Austin-based band has won mine
Cerarrumy Awvands.

“But we're pot trying o be ke 2 maseum piece,
Whe are adding our owm bade wuch oo i) e said,
mentonimng The Beatles 1 3 maisical influence.

The Crregon Valley Boys"lve show bats ampwhene
berween po o fouer howm

They match their owtfies to the e, featuring
rearn cowboy clothes,

"W diress the part. We try to get the coowd to have
fian, oy vo get them dancing” saad Hill

Laren Diepping wid dye band generally mecemves very
pood feedback fromm audbences of all sper

“Ie’s preety cool to have people in deweir 705 come
up and say, The & musc | grew up with and igs cool
o hear it agam, and see thar grand kids dancang o it
e saed. “People come up and ask where we're playing
et

The OregonValley Boys are starting to et nabional
.. It 5o dlifferenit from amything they've experienced
Europe,” aid Hill, whe hopes to tour Eumpe with the

O of the Oregon Valley Boys i in the Mational
Guard and he's being deployed wo Afphandstan, said
Depping.“We found out that one of our songs had
been accepted to be played on Armed Forces Roadio”

The song 5 called “Ome Foot," and it sounds like
*ald hanky-tonik, Wt Coast dance nusic, with very
twangy guitars, abmost reck'n'mll,” he sad

The baned had 3 busy summer. They have been
feabured at farmers’ markess, the Cherry City Musc
Festival, and county fairs all over the stute. They abo
periormed af tee Salem An Fais, the Oregon Garden
anl many other events and dances,

The Crregon Valley Boys'™ All mads lead to Howell
Prairie" CI) is vadlable at Fuanch Pecords, on
cdbabrcom and at their gigs.



